
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MDW large 2010 8,465,845 8,465,845 8,465,845

MDW large 2011 8,948,150 8,948,150 8,948,150

MDW large 2012 9,390,958 9,390,958 9,390,958

MDW large 2013 9,764,101 9,764,101 9,764,101

MDW large 2014 10,202,117 10,202,117 10,202,117

MDW large 2015 10,745,914 10,745,914 10,745,914

MDW large 2016 10,979,763 10,979,763 10,979,763

MDW large 2017 10,901,387 10,901,387 10,901,387

MDW large 2018 10,752,110 10,752,110 10,752,110

MDW large 2019e 10,187,081 10,387,135 10,050,885

MDW large 2020 9,979,465 10,545,649 9,385,065

MDW large 2021 10,165,745 10,733,239 9,299,737

MDW large 2022 10,344,053 11,142,944 9,343,946

MDW large 2023 10,514,273 11,553,384 9,383,108

MDW large 2024 10,678,331 11,713,613 9,424,060

MDW large 2025 10,850,423 12,035,581 9,487,968

MDW large 2026 11,029,876 12,379,164 9,561,182

MDW large 2027 11,220,671 12,751,102 9,628,072

MDW large 2028 11,428,291 13,134,035 9,698,157

MDW large 2029 11,643,510 13,574,828 9,774,218

MDW large 2030 11,866,113 14,005,818 9,835,743

MDW large 2031 12,097,567 14,387,245 9,869,228

MDW large 2032 12,336,734 14,750,061 9,926,240

MDW large 2033 12,575,909 15,119,334 9,989,571

MDW large 2034 12,813,830 15,484,427 10,035,014

MDW large 2035 13,054,150 15,833,907 10,061,346

MDW large 2036 13,300,726 16,157,413 10,075,744

MDW large 2037 13,543,567 16,489,858 10,082,039

MDW large 2038 13,785,886 16,836,928 10,089,418

MDW large 2039 14,029,299 17,186,994 10,102,137

MDW large 2040 14,275,602 17,542,434 10,115,874

MDW large 2041 14,524,579 17,861,652 10,125,548

MDW large 2042 14,776,324 18,163,040 10,131,873

MDW large 2043 15,031,518 18,471,804 10,136,911

MDW large 2044 15,293,242 18,771,070 10,139,193

MDW large 2045 15,563,336 19,059,678 10,139,202
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MDW large 2010 246,374 246,374 246,374

MDW large 2011 252,511 252,511 252,511

MDW large 2012 252,536 252,536 252,536

MDW large 2013 250,848 250,848 250,848

MDW large 2014 248,913 248,913 248,913

MDW large 2015 254,078 254,078 254,078

MDW large 2016 252,326 252,326 252,326

MDW large 2017 251,692 251,692 251,692

MDW large 2018 245,178 245,178 245,178

MDW large 2019 233,933 233,933 233,933

MDW large 2020 230,616 244,360 218,787

MDW large 2021 234,002 260,449 209,139

MDW large 2022 237,260 265,783 205,328

MDW large 2023 240,388 274,559 204,809

MDW large 2024 243,407 282,984 204,585

MDW large 2025 246,560 286,585 204,812

MDW large 2026 249,837 293,161 205,588

MDW large 2027 253,307 299,885 206,938

MDW large 2028 257,062 307,225 208,232

MDW large 2029 260,945 314,534 209,431

MDW large 2030 264,955 322,940 210,736

MDW large 2031 269,115 331,950 210,987

MDW large 2032 273,403 339,154 211,463

MDW large 2033 277,695 345,809 212,302

MDW large 2034 281,969 352,552 213,248

MDW large 2035 286,288 359,301 213,915

MDW large 2036 290,715 366,029 213,972

MDW large 2037 295,081 371,812 213,956

MDW large 2038 299,442 377,849 213,846

MDW large 2039 303,826 384,212 213,778

MDW large 2040 308,262 390,656 213,836

MDW large 2041 312,745 397,212 213,780

MDW large 2042 317,277 403,048 213,783

MDW large 2043 321,868 408,543 213,730

MDW large 2044 326,571 414,237 213,690

MDW large 2045 331,420 419,776 213,611
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